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Reflective Introduction
Some of the learning outcomes that I gained mastery over during this semester include the ability to engage my critical thinking to enable me to evaluate the sources I use in research. Learning through this semester has exposed me to a wide range of analytical skills that have helped me master the course contents as well as evaluate how best to use learning materials.
For my essay writing, I employed various processes of writing including prewriting, research, drafting, revising, and editing. All these processes were very crucial in ensuring that I come up with a comprehensive and quality paper on different topics. Prewriting involved thinking about the topic I want to explore and write about. Deciding on the topic involves ensuring that I understand the assignment and its contents. The second step which is researching involves finding the sources that I can use to gather information on the topic. I must say that going through this course has helped me expound my research knowledge and capabilities. Drafting as the third process in essay writing involved putting down the information I had gathered in writing through logical and critical interpretation in my own words. Revising is involved after writing where I ensure that the entire paper follows the guidelines required in the assignment and all the contents are in place. Lastly, editing serves as the last process in which the writer ensures that the mistakes identified under revision are corrected to attain the final perfect paper.
My writing process has changed and grown over the semester because there are certain techniques that I never knew about before. For example, I never knew the importance of revising and editing a paper once I complete the writing process. Lack of revising and editing used to cost me marks in exams, especially essay writing. However, going through this semester has given me the knowledge to help me come up with a perfect paper.
Even though I have learned several writing techniques and processes, it was not easy. Some of the challenges I experienced during the semester include relating the reading concepts that I learned in class with the other reading materials as well as compiling a full paper that is free from writing mistakes like grammar issues. In order to overcome such challenges, I relied heavily on the instructor’s feedback and practice to improve my writing techniques.
One of the key writing concepts that I have learned about this semester is how to develop and integrate a thesis statement in a paper. I believe that I have grown and changed my writing skills because compared to before when I could not organize or even stream my thoughts when starting my paper, I am now able to organize my ideas through the use of thesis statements whenever I am writing an essay. I was able to put this skill in practice by employing it every time I write an essay. All my papers were based on the central idea, the thesis statement.
Some other skills that I learned that will help me write papers in other classes or in the workplace is the value of my colleagues. Whether students or workmates, I have learned that the responses and reactions that they make can help me be more aware of my writing techniques. It is impossible to rely on myself to be able to determine the mistakes that I have made in writing. However, when someone outside offers me an opinion, I must look at it because it may contain some useful information that I have not been able to see. 
